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Unique in Northern New England

Day Care Center Now in Eig
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Our History

The Community Child Care Center of Portsmouth began its quality care in December, 1967 at the Newington Town Hall. The center was organized entirely by low-income people assisted by the Community Action Program (CAP). In its first week, 24 children were enrolled, with free bus service. Charges were $1 per day per child, 
with a maximum fee of $15 per week per family, regardless of the number 
of children in the family. The competition charged $15 per week 
per child at the time. 
Executive Director of CAP, Robert Scarponi, was head of the 11-person committee which started forming the center in June of 1967. Major progress was made with large cash gifts by anonymous donors and the Newington selectmen’s offer of their old Town Hall as their contribution to the effort. Mrs. Harry Bryman and Mrs. Carolee Clowers ran the center. Volunteers from the Neighborhood Youth Corps were also involved, helping low income mothers, many of them previously on welfare, to obtain a job skill. CAP of Brentwood also helped by obtaining government surplus food and milk for the meals served daily by the center’s own cook and staff. Today, CAP is know as Rockingham Community Action, and is located at the Community Campus as well. 
The interior of the Newington Town Hall had to be completely renovated prior to opening, with the help of St. Francis Seminary in Rye, and the 11 committee members. Scarponi called it, “an outstanding example of Community Action.” VISTA volunteers also helped, by driving “Work Experience” mothers to and from their homes. Two University of Dartmouth students created art sessions for the children, and a hairdresser came in once a month and offered free haircuts to the children. The center moved many times in its 40 year history, with the longest stay at the Lafayette School of Portsmouth for 17 years. 
Our Many Homes
1967-1968 Newington Town Hall, Newington
1968-1979 Seacrest Village, Portsmouth

1979-1996 Lafayette School, Portsmouth

1996-1999 Sherburne School, Portsmouth

1999-present Community Campus, Portsmouth
We welcome you to visit the CCCC offices
to see the full history of press clippings

and photos posted on the hallway walls.

